The Will of God

A Workshop

1.  List ideas from the verses below that motivate you to seek God’s will

· Isaiah 55:8,9

· II Samuel 22:31-33

· Jeremiah 29:11

· Romans 12:2

· Psalm 18:30

“This God, His way is perfect!”

2. List conditions for guidance implied in the following verses

· Romans 12:1-2

· Proverbs 3:5-6

· James 1:5-6

· John 7:17

· Psalm 37:34

· Hebrews 10:36 (RSV)

· Psalm 25:4-5

Nine-tenths of the difficulties in finding the Lord’s will are overcome 

when our hearts are ready to do His will, whatever it may be.

3. What are the methods suggested by the following verses to be used in discerning God’s will?

· Psalm 119:130

· Luke 6:12-13

· Proverbs 11:14

· Psalm 119:105

· Proverbs 15:22

· Philippians 2:13

· Genesis 50:19-20

· Colossians 3:15
“Let the peace that Christ can give keep on acting like an umpire.”  (Williams)

4. Questions that will help clarify decisions.

4.1  In the light of Matthew 28:18-20

· How does my decision affect my part in the Great Commission?

· How will the decision affect my further training?

4.2  In light of James 3:17

· Are my motives pure?

· Am I defensive about the decision?  Would I consider or welcome suggestions?

· Will this decision help or hinder others’ progress?

· Am I confident about this decision?

· Do I have peace about it?

4.3  How does it relate to my obligations / commitments?

· Example:  Israel to Rahab in Joshua 6:22.

5.  When you are sure you know God’s will, what attitudes please God?

· Hebrews 11:6

· Proverbs 3:5,6

· Philippians 2:13

· Philippians 4:13

· Luke 10:27

· II Chronicles 25:2
(Compare to II Chronicles 31:21)

Wherever you are, be all there.  

Live to the hilt every situation you believe to be the will of God.

6.  8 Hindrances to Knowing God’s Will

· One-tracked mind for your goal in life.  Don’t predetermine God’s will.

· Seeking out biased counsel to agree with you.

· Unconfessed sin
Psalm 66:18

· Pride - if no one can tell you what to do, this can carry over into our relationship with God.

· Riding on past glories - Coasting along - Keep current with God with daily time with Him (Quiet Time).

· Unwillingness to submit to God’s authorities in my life.  Freedom is the ability to do what you ought to do, not what you want to do.  For example a heroin addict is not free to stop when he wants to.

· Not willing to let God decide little things.

· Ignorance through lack of study of the Bible.  Try to read the Bible through once each year.

Clear conscience 

  When to the best of your ability, you know of no one who could accuse you of wrongs toward them that have not been made right, whether known to them or not.

7.   Steps in determining God’s will - the order for these may vary.

· Be neutral about the decision - in either direction.

· Pray for guidance.

· What does the Bible say about it?  When the going gets rough, if you are in God’s will, then you have inner peace.  If burdens make you uptight, it may be a signal you are not in God’s will.

· Seek objective and godly counsel - Proverbs 11:14

· Providential circumstances - closed doors may lead to open doors.

· Growing spiritually - Isaiah 32:17

· Work that is right in God’s eyes always brings inner peace.
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