Observation 
(What Do I See?)

· Begin with prayer, each person praying out loud asking God to help you to concentrate and to remove all distractions.  Ask Him to illuminate you with His truth. (Psalm 119:18)
· Read the passage New International Version of the Bible. (Write down an overall summary of the verses that you have read.)

· Read the passage out loud in the New Living Translation.  (Write down any observations personally, and then share with the group.)

· Read the passage on your own in the English Standard Version. (Write down observations and mark the papers as you read and then share with the group).

Answer the following questions to get you into the Text: 
Part 1.

1. Break up the passage into chunks based on its thought flow and transitions and summarize each section.
Part 2

1.  List all of the people involved, who they are related to and note anything identifying or significant about them (especially if the text says it about them.)

2. Who is speaking these words?  (Is it a narration, if so, who could have recorded this?)

3.  What themes do you find in this passage?
4.  What do you see emphasized in these verses?
5.  What do you see repeated in these verses?
6.  What do you see related in these verses?
7.  What do you see that is alike in these verses?
8.  What do you see that is unlike in these verses?
9.  What imagery does this passage give?  Is it true to life?
10. What themes do you see in these passages?

11.  What principles are given in this passage?

Summary Questions:
1. What is the subject of this passage?  (What is the author talking about?)

2. What specific questions do you have about this passage that can be answered during interpretation?  (Please write them down.)

Interpretation

(What Does It Mean?)

· Begin in prayer, asking God to illuminate you with his truth.

· Read the passage in any translation of the Bible.  (Write down any thoughts about this passage that come to your mind.)

· Review (and write down) the Big Idea or main theme of this passage.

Answer the following questions, making sure to support your answers with specific scriptures from the text or relating texts.

(You may want to refer to a commentary and other resources at this time. Use cross referencing to gain perspective on specific scriptures)

1.  What type of literature is this?

2.  Is there anything important to note about the context of this passage (What else is happening in this time)?  (You may want to look a couple chapters before and after.)

3.  Are there any significant words that should be studied? If so, look them up. Where are they used in other verses?

4.  What about the culture is important for your understanding of this passage? 

5.  List other texts in scripture that address similar teachings, events, or ideas. Read them to gain perspective on this passage.

6.  What do you learn about God’s character in this passage?

7.  What do you learn about man’s character in this passage?

8.  Seek to answer the questions that you had from your observation time.

9. What are some principles that this text is teaching?

Summary:
1.  As concisely as possible, determine why this text was written. What was the author’s purpose?

2. What is the meaning of the passage in one statement? 

Application

(What do I do?)

· Begin with prayer, asking God to speak to you personally through this passage.

· Begin by reading the passage in any translation.

· Review (and write down) the concise meaning of the passage in one statement.

Answer the following questions and site support texts.
1.  Is there an example for me to follow?  (If so, what?)

2.  Is there a sin to avoid?

3.  Is there a promise to claim?

4.  Is there a prayer to repeat?

5.  Is there a command to obey?  (If so, list them specifically)

6.  Is there a condition to meet?

7.  Is there a verse to memorize?

8.  Is there an error to mark?

9.  Is there a challenge to face?

10. Brainstorm what needs this might meet for your campers. 

11.  Of the above ten questions, brainstorm 3+ specific actions that could be taken for you or others reading this passage. Consider the needs and situations of your audience to determine what they should do.

Summary:
1. What are you going to do as a result of this passage impacting your life? 

2. How will you accomplish your intended goal?

3. Who will hold you accountable and how will they do it? 

3. Develop a written prayer to pray every day as you seek this change.

